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w
as trapped under the boat. T

hey m
anaged to

pull the cooler out late in the afternoon on
Sunday, but found gasoline had ruined everything
but the tw

o bottles of w
ater. T

ow
ard dusk, though,

the m
en spotted a coconut floating nearby.

“R
oy sw

am
 out and got it,” Foster said. “I never

thought I’d be so happy to see a coconut. H
e

cracked it on the bottom
 of the boat and then w

e
both shucked it and ate it w

ith a little m
ore w

ater
and then settled dow

n for the night.”
B

y M
onday m

orning, the m
en w

eren’t sure if
they could m

ake another night. W
ith w

aves
knocking them

 off the hull, it w
as getting harder

to clim
b back up. T

heir energy w
as drained and

they had long since lost sight of land. It w
as then

Foster noticed the C
oast G

uard C
-130 airplane

over Sokolow
ski’s shoulder and started w

aving a
red m

arker flag.
“It probably ranks up there w

ith the happiest
day of m

y life,” Foster said.

T
he C

-130 crew
 found them

 55 m
iles w

est of
B

arbers Point and dropped a life raft w
ith a radio

and survival equipm
ent to the tw

o m
en. Forty-five

m
inutes later tw

o D
olphin helicopters w

ere
hovering overhead. T

hey hoisted the m
en and

returned them
 to B

arbers Point w
here am

bulances
w

ere w
aiting. T

he m
en and w

om
en at C

oast
G

uard A
ir Station B

arbers Point cheered as Foster
and Sokolow

ski em
erged from

 the helicopters.
In all, a com

bined 82 hours w
ere spent search-

ing for the m
issing m

en adding together the efforts
of N

avy P-3 airplanes, C
oast G

uard C
-130

airplanes and H
-65 helicopters, the C

oast G
uard

cutters A
ssateague and Point E

vans, and C
oast

G
uard Station H

onolulu sm
all boats.

Foster and Sokolow
ski w

ere listed in satisfactory
condition w

hen they reached the hospital suffering
from

 hypotherm
ia, dehydration and exposure.

T
hey w

ere released one w
eek after their ordeal

began. 

 N
a
vy M

aster C
hief G

reg F
oster is

w
heeled to a w

aiting am
bulance after

spending 4
8

 hours in the open ocean.

heir m
isery began early Saturday m

orning w
hen

the m
onstrous w

ave crashed into the sm
all boat –

not tipping it over – but nearly filling it w
ith w

ater.
It w

as the second w
ave that finished the job.

W
ith a coconut and tw

o sm
all bottles of w

ater
to sustain them

 for the next 48 hours, the tw
o m

en
clung to the slippery bottom

 of their capsized
boat.

“Sitting on a boat is pure m
isery,” said N

avy
M

aster C
hief G

reg Foster. “It w
as hard to be

com
fortable; w

e w
ere cold and m

iserable.”
Foster and fishing partner N

avy C
hief R

oy
Sokolow

ski w
ere expecting to have a relaxing day

of fishing off B
arbers Point O

ahu Feb. 24 w
hen

their w
orld w

as turned upside dow
n.

“W
e knew

 w
e w

ere in big trouble, but w
e w

ere
only three m

iles from
 B

arbers,” Foster said. “W
e

thought w
e had a good chance of being rescued.

B
ut as the afternoon w

ore on, it becam
e apparent

that w
as not the case.”

T
hey stayed on top of the 17-foot m

otorboat
m

ost of the first night in eight-to 10-foot seas.

A
n H

H
-6

5
A

 helicopter from
 A

ir S
tation B

arbers P
oint hovers

over the tw
o N

avy m
en after they w

ere spotted by a C
-1

3
0
.

T
hey struggled to clim

b back on top of the slick
hull w

hen occasional w
aves w

ould knock them
 off.

T
hey tried to rem

em
ber stories and books they

had read of others in sim
ilar circum

stances. T
hey

tried to rem
em

ber their N
avy training, but their

m
inds w

ere also crow
ded w

ith thoughts of friends
and fam

ily back hom
e.

Sokolow
ski’s w

ife becam
e w

orried w
hen the

m
en didn’t return hom

e Saturday night, she called
friends w

ho called the C
oast G

uard.
“A

t about 4 a.m
. w

e saw
 a C

oast G
uard

helicopter looking for us, but it w
as far aw

ay and
still fairly dark,” Foster said. “T

hen later on that
day, w

e saw
 a C

oast G
uard C

-130. A
t least w

e
knew

 they w
ere looking for

us.”Foster and
Sokolow

ski lost m
ost

of their supplies
w

hen the boat
capsized. T

heir
cooler w

ith food

By PA
1 John M

oss
Photos courtesy

A
ir Station Barbers Point
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such as the inter-island barge services that bring
containers of supplies to the island, and of course,
the regular fuel delivery.  T

he harbor is norm
ally

protected by a breakw
ater, but it has fallen into a

state of disrepair.  N
orm

ally this dam
aged

breakw
ater does not present a problem

.  B
ut

during the w
inter m

onths, K
ona, or southerly

w
inds, are frequent.  W

hen the w
ind blow

s like
this, the harbor is afforded little protection from
the storm

 surges created.
D

uring these strong w
inds, the tank barge

rem
ains outside the harbor until it is safe to enter.

T
he sw

ells can be severe enough that if a barge is
already in the harbor w

hen the w
eather kicks up,

the barge is bounced around at the pier like a
cork.  Several alternatives to this delivery system
have been discussed by the state, local interests,
the electric com

pany, the carrier of the fuel, and
M

SO
 H

onolulu.
T

he m
ost obvious solution is

to repair the breakw
ater, but

that com
es w

ith a $12 m
illion

price tag.  C
onstruction of a

sm
aller barge to m

ore safely
m

ake the transfer, using a tug
to carry the fuel, building a
larger storage tank that could
hold enough fuel to last
through the w

inter, and even
w

eather restrictions on the
harbor w

ere discussed.  N
o one

had $12 m
illion, there are no

vessels sm
all enough to deliver

the fuel that are certificated to
do so, and any construction
w

ould not solve the im
m

ediate
problem

 of getting fuel to the
island w

hile the K
ona w

inds
contin

ued to hold the delivery
barge off shore.

W
hile alternatives w

ere
being considered, the fuel
supply continued to dw

indle.

R
esidents and tourists on L

anai continued to turn
on lights, vacuum

 rugs, w
atch T

V, and boot up
com

puters blissfully unaw
are of the crisis.

In N
ovem

ber, the storage tanks for the pow
er

com
pany w

ere dangerously close to running out,
and (M

urphy being the prophet he is) the condi-
tions in the harbor w

ere too rough for the barge to
enter.   C

hevron, the com
pany w

ho supplies the
fuel, proposed the use of a recently certificated
vessel, the A

m
erican Islander, to supply the fuel.

O
ne problem

 - this vessel w
as only certificated to

carry passengers. C
arrying fuel as cargo w

ould
m

ean outfitting the vessel w
ith a stream

of additional equipm
ent, and it w

ould
take w

eeks to com
plete a review

 of the
plan for  these new

 system
s. T

he fuel
for the pow

er plant w
as anticipated to

run out in less than one w
eek.

B
ecause of the urgency, C

om
m

and-
ing O

fficer M
arine Safety O

ffice
H

onolulu, C
apt. Sam

uel B
urton,

ordered that efforts be focused on
review

ing the proposal to outfit the
A

m
erican Islander to carry fuel.  In 14

hours, plans w
ere review

ed, revised,
and eventually approved.  A

t 7 p.m
.

that day, an inspector from
 the M

SO
began the physical inspection of the
additional firefighting, venting, piping,
and other equipm

ent necessary to
safely carry fuel.  T

he new
 cargo piping w

as
pressure tested, and failed repeatedly.

Finally, at around 4 a.m
. the next day, the

piping w
as repaired, the inspection w

as com
plete,

and there w
as another certificated fuel-carrying

vessel in the H
aw

aiian Islands. T
he A

m
erican

Islander departed im
m

ediately after the inspection
to load fuel, and began its voyage to L

anai, w
here

som
eone, som

ew
here w

as turning off their electric
alarm

 clock, and turning on a light to begin a new
day.  

T
he breakw

ater in

K
aum

alpau H
arbor has

deteriora
ted over the years.

 1
5

A
pr.-Jun. 96 Pacific Shield

B
y L

t. K
aren Jones

M
SO

 H
onolulu

A
hh ... a few

 m
inutes of free tim

e and you’re
curled up w

ith the a copy of your favorite novel ...
oops - don’t forget the light - don’t w

ant to hurt
your eyes!  W

hat did you just take for granted in
that scene?  Sure, everyone you know

 can read,
and no one ever takes free tim

e for granted, but
w

hat about that glow
 above your head, reflecting

off the pages, did you take that for granted?
T

he 3,000 residents of the H
aw

aiian island of

L
anai, probably did this past N

ovem
ber, unaw

are
that strong w

inds w
ere creating an urgent situation

in their backyard.
T

he tiny island of L
anai receives the diesel fuel

for its generators from
 a tank barge that m

akes
regular calls into the harbor of K

aum
alapau.  T

he
barge ties up, hooks up, and delivers the fuel
necessary to keep the electrical generating plant in
business, m

aking pow
er.  In one visit, the barge

can fill the storage facility’s tanks.
K

aum
alapau H

arbor is a sm
all port on the

southw
est coast of L

anai.  It is the only harbor on
the island available to receive shipping services,

L
IG

H
T

S O
U

T

L
a
n
a
i

           O
  N

K
aum

ala
pau H

arbor on the southw
est coast of L

anai.

Pacific Shield A
pr.-Jun

. 96
1
4

H
a

w
aii State A

rchives

H
aw

aii State A
rchives
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payed off, they passed, w
hile six others had to

drop out.
“T

he difficulty m
ost sailors have w

ith the
training is that they are at sea and don’t have a
chance to get in the kind of shape required,” said
D

irector of D
ive T

raining, L
t. D

avid D
avis, U

SN
.

W
hen asked about the attrition rate D

avis replied,
“T

he attrition rate for scuba school is around 20%
overall; it is difficult to say w

hat the rate is for the
C

oast G
uard because of the sm

all num
ber of

C
oast G

uardsm
an that go through.”

T
he six w

eeks consists of classes in diving
m

edicine, scuba procedures, and dive physics as
w

ell as actual dives that begin in a pool, m
ove on

to pier side and end w
ith boat dives to a depth of

130 feet. D
uring training the instructors include

plenty of physical training; affectionately know
n

as “PT.” PT
 begins every m

orning, rain or shine,
hell or high w

ater. Sprints around Ford Island,
push ups, flutter kicks, eight count body builders,
and m

any other calisthenics are used to help
students becom

e strong divers.
Safety is a prim

ary concern during the course.
A

t any tim
e students have the option of stopping

sim
ply by saying “I quit.” A

lso, if students don’t
understand w

hat is going on, or feel that training
is proceeding in an unsafe m

anner, they can call a
training tim

e out, and all training w
ill stop.

T
hough the training is high risk, the instructors

are alert to any problem
s the students m

ight have
to ensure their security.  “Safety is of the utm

ost
im

portance to all of the instructors here,” said
Instructor E

M
2 T

roy L
arck, U

SN
.

T
hough difficult, all of the new

 divers agreed
that the training w

as w
orth it. “I’m

 glad I w
as

afforded the opportunity to go to dive training; it
w

as one of the big reasons I cam
e to H

aw
aii” said

Podratz.  “I w
anted to be the corpsm

an on a 180'
as w

ell a m
em

ber of the dive team
.” A

sked how
form

idable the training w
as, Podratz replied,

“T
here w

ere tim
es during the training w

here I
w

ondered if I w
ould finish it, but I w

ould just
think of w

hat I w
ould get to do after graduation.

A
lso, having support from

 m
y fam

ily and from
 the

com
m

and m
ade things m

uch easier.”
L

ayton said, “T
he training w

as rigorous and
challenging but having other C

oasties in the class

N
avy qualified divers are on board the C

oast
G

uard C
utter M

allow.  N
o the N

avy hasn’t
crossed over and given up the traditional rivalry.
T

he M
allow

 sent three of its crew
 to a six-w

eek
N

avy scuba course.  SA
 A

braxas L
ayton,

Y
N

2 A
ndrew

 G
orm

an and H
S2 C

hristo-
pher Podratz on the C

utter M
allow

com
pleted the training and joined the

com
m

unity of 34 diver billets in the
C

oast G
uard.

M
allow

 had tw
o of six diver

billets filled, but since dives require

four people on station, diving w
as im

possible. So
the M

allow
 tightened it’s belt and did w

ithout
three of it’s crew

 for 40 days.
M

allow
 initially projected the need for three

divers, but w
hen one of the ship’s current divers

extended, the requirem
ent dropped.  “A

ll three
crew

 m
em

bers qualified and earned the chance to
go to school, so w

e sent them
 anyw

ay” said L
t.

D
uke W

alker, M
allow

’s E
xecutive O

fficer. “You
hope everyone is going to pass, but because of the
attrition rate, it’s alw

ays in the back of your m
ind

that you m
ay only get one or tw

o m
aking it

through.  T
hat all three passed is definitely a big

plus for the ship, and a real credit to our three
m

en.”
O

f the last five candidates the M
allow

 sent to
attend the course, only one com

pleted the high
risk training.  M

ost dropped out because of
difficulty w

ith the physical requirem
ents.  “W

e
w

ere sending people over w
ho w

eren’t prepared,”
said M

allow
’s diving officer, L

t. j.g. B
ion Stew

art.
“W

hen w
e sent these three over, w

e m
ade sure

they knew
 w

hat to expect.”
Preparation included m

any practicing tech-
niques in the pool, daily runs of four and five
m

iles, and lots of push ups, pull ups and sit ups.
T

his becam
e m

ore im
portant as N

aval Subm
arine

T
raining C

enter forced the candidates to com
pete

w
ith 27 N

avy sailors and M
arines for the rem

ain-
ing 25 slots.

T
o get in they had to do w

ell in the initial
physical test:  A

 500 yard sw
im

 w
ithin 14 m

inutes,
43 push ups w

ithin tw
o m

inutes, 50 sit ups w
ithin

tw
o m

inutes, six pull ups, and a m
ile and a half

run in under 12 and a half m
inutes. Preparation

By Y
N

2 A
ndrew

 G
orm

an
Photos cortesy of M

allow

m
ade it easier.  W

e all w
anted to graduate

together so it w
as like a w

all behind you, pushing
you to m

ake it through.”
G

orm
an said, “B

eing a C
oast G

uard diver is a
very rare and unique opportunity; there are only a
handful out there. T

here are really no other
schools that our service has the chance to go to
that are as physically dem

anding as the dive
schools. I feel lucky that I had support from

 m
y

w
ife, or school w

ould have been ten tim
es harder.”

N
ow

 all three are authorized to w
ear the scuba

pin; a breast insignia consisting of a w
et suit hood,

face m
ask and double hose regulator.  T

his not
only signifies that they have com

pleted a tough
and challenging course of instruction, but they are
part of one of the sm

allest groups throughout the
entire U

.S. m
ilitary.  T

hey are now
 C

oast G
uard

D
ivers. 

A
bove: Y

N
2
 G

orm
an.

T
op facing page: S

A
 L

ayton

and H
S
2

 P
odratz prepare

gear before training.

B
ottom

 facing page: D
ive pin

earned by divers.
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T
he largest w

aves he’s surfed have been
betw

een 15 and 18 feet, but he prefers to stay w
ith

w
aves under 8 feet. H

e said surfing can be a
dangerous sport if the proper precautions aren’t
taken, so he tries to play it safe.

“I know
 w

hat m
y lim

its are and I think I have
good com

m
on sense to know

 w
hen to get out of

the w
ater. I don’t think it w

ould look very good in
the papers to read ‘C

oast G
uard rescue sw

im
m

er
drow

ns’.”
W

hen out in large w
aves, a surfer runs the risk

of being held under w
ater as successive w

aves
crash on top of them

. K
aczm

arek said the longest
he’s been held under w

ater w
as close to a m

inute.
“I thought I w

as dead,” K
aczm

arek says. “I
knew

 I w
as in trouble, so I tried to relax to keep

from
 burning up m

ore energy. I reverted to som
e

helicopter inversion training w
e go through. W

ith
big w

aves, you can be held under a long tim
e ...

even a short tim
e seem

s like a long tim
e.”

K
aczm

arek has been a com
petitive surfer since

1981, taking part in m
ore com

petitions than he
can count and w

inning m
any along the w

ay. In
fact, he recently threw

 aw
ay all of his trophies

because he didn’t have room
 for them

 at hom
e.

H
e’s been given free surf boards by m

anufacturers
to prom

ote their products and has had his nam
e

appear in national surfing m
agazines. H

e takes
part in a com

petition about once every tw
o

m
onths. H

e surfs w
ith both long boards and short

boards. H
ow

ever, w
ith the new

 design changes to
long boards that m

ake them
 m

ore m
aneuverable,

he prefers to com
pete w

ith them
.

T
he C

oast G
uard has given K

aczm
arek the

opportunity to live near prim
e surf areas and to

travel to other parts of the w
orld. H

e’s been to the
C

aribbean, B
arbados, B

aja C
alifornia, m

ainland
M

exico, C
osta R

ica, Fiji, T
ahiti, Sam

oa and
Pohnpei.

“I’ve traveled all over the place surfing
different types of w

aves.  E
very w

ave is
different.”

B
ut he says H

aw
aii is probably the

prem
ier place to

surf.

“W
hen w

e w
ere grow

ing up,
everybody dream

ed of surfing in
H

aw
aii,” he says. “W

e have a spot
right out here in front of the
station. It’s one of the best spots on
the island w

hen it breaks. N
ot

m
any people know

 about it or have
access to it. W

e call it the Jetty.
M

ost of the C
oast G

uard people
w

ho surf talk to each other and
know

 about this spot.  Puerto R
ico

has a spot called W
ilderness and w

e
have the Jetty.”

K
aczm

arek tries to surf about
five days a w

eek, preferring the
north and w

est shores of O
ahu.

B
eing single, he says he can get out

quiet often.  H
e’s also a lifeguard in

his spare tim
e w

hich gives him
 an

opportunity to get into the surf.
“I grew

 up around the w
ater. If I

got stuck som
eplace aw

ay from
 the

w
ater w

here I couldn’t surf, I’d go
crazy. It’s part of m

y life.”
H

e says som
e of his childhood

friends envy his current lifestyle.
“T

he friends I grew
 up w

ith
w

ent to college w
hile I joined the

C
oast G

uard.  T
hey’re w

orking 9-
to-5 jobs. N

ow
 w

hen w
e get

together, they say they w
ished they

had done w
hat I did.”

K
aczm

arek says the C
oast

G
uard w

as a good choice for him
.

It helped him
 reach a goal to be

part of a rescue organization w
hile

staying close to the w
ater.

“I planned to only stay for four
years and get out,” he says. “B

ut I
like it so m

uch, I don’t know
 w

hat
I’d do now

 if I had to get

out.” 

a
 w

a
v
e

PA
1 John M

oss

PA
1 John M

oss

You get to be the big kahuna – R
ight?

N
ot really.

“Surfing’s just really good exercise. It’s a w
ay to

escape from
 the pressures of life,” says D

ennis
K

aczm
arek. “It’s an aw

esom
e feeling of freedom

.”
A

s a chief aviation survivalm
an, K

aczm
arek is

the head rescue sw
im

m
er at C

oast G
uard A

ir
Station B

arbers Point. H
e’s also a 20-year veteran

surfer.
H

e began surfing w
hen he w

as 13 years old,
grow

ing up in D
ana Point, C

alif. H
e and his

friends taught them
selves to surf, heading to the

beach after school and on the w
eekends. T

hey
used to pull their surf boards behind their bikes
on hom

em
ade trailers.

“W
e lived about a quarter m

ile from
 the beach,

so every day w
e’d get off school and ride our bikes

dow
n to the beach w

ith our boards on these funky
looking trailers,” says K

aczm
arek. H

e says surfing
w

as the cool thing to do. “It w
as just a craze.

E
veryone in Southern C

alifornia
w

anted to surf.”
H

is sun-tanned skin and blond hair
seem

 to fit the typical surfer m
old, but

K
aczm

arek can’t be considered a beach bum
. H

e
supervises 13 other A

SM
s in one of the larger

A
SM

 shops in the C
oast G

uard. T
hey m

aintain all
of the station’s survival equipm

ent and fly rescue
m

issions both as rescue sw
im

m
ers and as em

er-
gency m

edical technicians. T
hey’re trained to

jum
p from

 helicopters and pull people from
 the

w
ater under som

e of the m
ost severe w

eather
conditions.

“Surfing is perfect for rescue sw
im

m
ers because

you get beat up in the surf and that prepares you
for your job in a hostile environm

ent,” K
aczm

arek
says.M

any of his fellow
 rescue sw

im
m

ers like to surf
in choppy conditions to build their confidence for
handling them

selves out in the open ocean.
 “W

hen you go surfing on an 8- to 10-foot day,
you get to know

 w
hat to expect,” he says. “It helps

you w
hen you go out on a high seas rescue w

ith 6-
to 8-foot seas. You’ve seen som

ething like it
before.”
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